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Creating a Stewardship Corridor

" Protecting the health of the Nisqually watershed transglates directly
into econgmic, cultural and ecological benefits — not just for vigitors
to Mount Raimer National Park, but for all of us who live here: that's
why we're pleased to see the community’s growing commitment to
the Stewardship Corridor.”

DAVID UBERUAGH | EUPERINTEMDEMT
MCUNT RAINIER MATIONAL FARK

ITMAGE: (L to R) Jim ‘Wicox of Wilcox Farms; David Burger of Stewardehlp Partners;
and Billy Frank Jr. of the Morthwest Indlan Asheries Commisskon &t Wicox Farme.
Phete by Gerald Lewls.

David Burger points through the fog and

promises, Mount Rainier’s right there,
you just can 't see her at the moment.”

Downstream fromthe fahled peak. alongthe Nigqually River.

the director of Steward ship Partners tours a daitv operation

anl eongiders the future of the region. "We're fortunate,”

David observes. “For the most part, our watershed doesn't

need restoring, o we can forug on conserving what's here.”
With help from the National Fish and Wild life Foundation,

his organization is facil itating community efforts to reconceptu-
alize the watershed as a "Stewardship Corridor,” a place where

economic development and congervation are rtually heneheial.

The need for a practical strate gy to protect natural resourees

in the area is evident. Towns with easy access to Olympia and

Tacoma are spilling into some of the last and best salmon

hahitat in Puget Sound . Farmland g and wor king forests that

alsn provide food and shelter for wildlife, panoramicviews

of Mot Rainier and huffers for the area’s celelirated water

quality are at rigk. Billy Frank [r., a Nisqually Indian eld e,

chairman aof the Morthwest Indian Fisheries Commission

and longtime conservation partner, says, ~More people are

coming. and we need to find ways to take care of this place.”

Tohelp address the challenge., three vears of NFWF -fund ed
civie engagement have trarsformed an outdated land -use plan

into a pomprehensive hlueprint for protecting the ecological

integrity of private properties located between large sweeps of

public land — the headwaters of the Nisqually Biver on Mount
Rainier and its cutlet at the largest undeveloped delta in Poget
Sound., the Niscually National Wildlife Refuge. "Land owners
are the hest stewards: by worldng with them, we Il achieve

much more for mmch less,” David gavs.

Ag part of the plan, commun ity partners irventoried and

mapped eritical hahitat for fish and wildlife and crafted

oongervation puidelines for development. agriculture and

forestry. In the process, Stewardship Partners has provided

training and resources for the hiring of full -time directors

fior two valunteer- hased organizations. the Nigqually River
Conneil and the Nisqually Land Trust. They also helped the

Projects: Misgually River Stewardship
Carmdar, Samon-Safe Cartification

NFWF Grantess: Stawardzhip
Fartners, Zalmorssars

Results: Stawardship Pariniers worksd
with stakehoiders n the Misqualy
watarshed to develap an Incentve-
based mutispacies conservation
pian that Inciudes guidslings far
green bullding, Iow-mpact devel-
opmeant ard architactural UE'EEI'I;

recomimendations on praserving
warking Torests and agricutural
lands compatible with economic
development, end capacity-buliding
of local consarvation organizations,
Stewardship Parners also expanded
ks cartification and laksling program
far farm products produced In accor
darcs with saimendriendy manage-
ment practices. “Samon-Safe” has
prown to 3 statewide retall effort
represanting products from 23
farme covanng neary 4,000 acras.

Misgually Tribe hire and launeh staff to manage a computerized
mapping system.

The most innovative aspect of the plan, however, is its suite

of steward ship incentives. which will he activated in the nest
phase of the project. “This is more than a paper plan.™ David
gays. “This is a porservation and development how-to” marmal
that catalyzes fresh approaches. And, thanks totwo decades of
leadership by the Nisgually Trile, the River Couneil and mary
others. people here can now focus on implementation.”

To demongtrate how pongervation incentives can leverage ot -
comes in the Nisqually, Stewardship Partners has introduced

a MFWF -gupported eoolabeling and marketing program ealled
"Salmon-Safe” as part of its statewide rollout. Wileox Farms,
one of the largest landowners in the area and a major regional
producer of fresh milk and eggs. is the first inthe Steward -
ship Corridor to be certified "Salmon-5ate.”
CEO [im Wileox and his family have committed
themgelves to a series of voluntary measures on
behalf of water quality. "We've gone a long way in
regognizing that the river needs to e protected.
E Weve changed our practices hecanse we needed

todo pur part.” In return, Wilcox Farms henefits
fromthe label s enthugiastic reception by Northwest corsumers
who recognize that they canaid congervation practices with
their purchasing power.

Of course, local support for [im and his family's efforts is
expressed in some ways that cannot be quantified. Jim's
lomgtime friend and neighbor, Billy Frank Jr.. claps him on
the hack. "We need to take care of each cther in this watershed,
to think ahout how we make a difference— to be proud of it.”

" The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation believed

inour stakeholder-driven process. They had confidence
1 our | -'.uTuf'l'ﬁhi[lE and in a x'l_l]LLuTHl‘_‘.-‘. landowner-hased
approach to conservation. And their support was the
spark for other funding. ™

DAYID BURSER DIRECTOR
STEWARDSHIP PARTHERS

Partners: Asscclatad General
Cantrackars of “'EEHI'EDJI’I. Fort
Lewis, King County, Lewia Courity,
Miscualy Indian Tribe, Nisquslly
Land Trust, Misqually River Councl,
Miscualy River Fourdstion, PCC
Matural Markats, Plarca County,
Tacoma Powear, Thurstan EIZIIJI'IT};
1S, Fish and Wikiifs Sarvice, L5,
Farest Servica, LS. Mational Park
Sarvice, Washington State Depart-
ment of El:l:ll:l_g}'. Wiloox Farms

Gramts: 133,740
Local Mateh: 3208, 558
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